RIG RODS™ are made of the
finest space age materials.
The handles are made of un-
breakable Delrin, the rods
are made of #303 stainless
steel, bore guides are brass.
One piece RIG RODS™ carry
a lifetime warranty on mate-
rials and workmanship. Mod-
els available: RR-36HD,
RR-30HD, RR-25HD, .21875
dia. rod fit .25 caliber up.
RR-36, RR-30, RR-17,
RR-11, .1875 dia. rod fit .22
caliber up.
Prices: $12.95—$16.95
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complete catalog of
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE:

This month’s passage was taken from
Elmer Keith's book, Guns & Ammo For
Hunting Big Game, published in 1965, and
now out of print, by Petersen Publishing
Company. In it he describes the habits of
black bear, along with the best methods to
employ when hunting these wild animals.
TR R D R

Black bear usually range in the same sec-
tions as our deer—whitetails in the East,
mule deer in the West, and Pacific Coast
blacktail on the extreme West Coast. Just
as the grizzly will be found up high in the
range of the sheep, goat and caribou, so the
little black bear will be found lower on the
range of the deer and elk as a rule.

Many times I have run onto black bear
sows with young cubs in the berry season
and sometimes in the fall when hunting
deer and elk. I never shoot a sow with cubs
so have always watched them, and they are
usually good for a half hour of entertain-
ment if not traveling. Their actions are ab-
solutely unpredictable. The cubs will wres-
tle and play and often stand up and box as
though they supposed they were men, at
other times they will chase each other up
trees and even jump on their mother’s back
in their play. The cubs seem to be eternally
interested in either food or play. At times
they will mimic their mother’s actions; if
she turns over a rock, they will find one
and do likewise. If she starts to dig they
will dig. They are clowns and good for a
laugh at any time. When the weather is hot
they like to wallow in some cool muddy
spring and will spend hours playing in it
with their mother.

I once watched a black sow convoy her
cub across a deep and wide stream. She
pushed him in with a paw. He could swim,
but did not like it at all, and when the old

bear dived in he promptly grabbed her tail
in his little teeth and hung on while she
towed him across up the other bank of the
river. At other times, I have seen sows
teaching the cubs to fish and to dig out
grubs. It was most interesting.

Black bear do not average very large,
probably 300 pounds on the average, for
mature specimens. They mature much
quicker, or so it always seemed to me, than
grizzlies. A real large one may go as high
as 600 pounds, but personally I have never
seen a black or cinnamon of over 400
pounds in weight. The nose is usually tan
colored and quite often there is a white

continued on page 14




On The All New
GUNS & AMMO
1984 HANDGUN

ANNUAL

From the editors of GUNS & AMMO,
the 1984 HANDGUN ANNUAL features
the latest information on .22s, .32s, .44
magnums and more! Handguns for left-
handed gunners are catalogued along
with tips from the experts on usage,
care and maintenance for all types of
models. A special section detailing the
best handguns for women is also in-
cluded in this all new issue. Get a grip
on the best handgun source available
today ... GUNS & AMMO 1984 HAND-
GUN ANNUAL!

ONLY °4.95

ON SALE NOW AT YOUR LOCAL
NEWSSTAND

Or Write For Your Copies To:

’84 HANDGUN ANNUAL
Petersen Retail Sales Services
6725 Sunset Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90028
Send $4.95 in check or money order plus 55¢
handling charge. U.S. funds only. Allow 4-6
weeks for delivery. Residents of L.A. County
add 6%% sales tax. All other CA residents
add 6%. Please print clearly and be sure to

include return address.
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spot in the center of the breast. The teats
of the sows are located high, almost be-
tween the front legs, and it is most amusing
to watch an old sow sit down while the
cubs stand up and plant their forefeet on
mother’s breast and nurse. When scared,
the cubs usually let out a bawl and head for
the last known direction of mother. When
the old sow has young cubs she is very sav-
age toward any old males that come
around and they usually give her a wide
berth. She will fight to the death for her
cubs against almost any animal but will
usually run from man.

Usually black bear are harmless, but not
always, and many Alaskan guides have
told me of having black bear come for
them and also chase them into their cabins.
I have seen several show fight when badly
wounded, but most of them continue to try

to get away. Bob Hagel had a wounded
black come for him even with a broken
back, and that black pulled himself for-
ward with his front paws, all the while
bawling his rage. Captain Guleke also had
a big one charge him when wounded, and
this bear took hit after hit, and was reach-
ing for Guleke’s cap when his last shot
powder-burned its face.

The only unprovoked bear charge I have
ever seen occurred between the Prophet
and Musqua Rivers in British Columbia.
Westley Brown and Edgar Dopp were
afoot, cutting through dense growths of
arctic willow and scrub spruce, while four
more of us followed with their saddle hors-
es and the pack string. A big headed old
black bear, that would not have weighed
over 250 to 300 pounds, jumped up out of
his bed when Westley disturbed him with
his chopping and chased Westley back to-
ward the pack string. Westley yelled,
“Look out for the bear” as he ran back, in
an effort to reach his saddle and his .30-30
carbine. He still carried his four-pound
chopping ax. When he saw the bear was

going to catch him before he could make
the horse, he stopped and swung the ax up
for a high blow at the bear’s skull. Just
then, Ed Dopp pulled his glove off with his
teeth and jerked out an old .455 S&W Tri-
ple Lock. He took it in both hands and
centered the bear’s brain with a heavy slug.
That black turned head over heels toward
Westley and stopped with his head on the
stump of a small tree Westley had previ-
ously cut down. Wes promptly sunk the
chopping ax in the back of his head clear
up to the handle, but the bear was already
dead as a mackerel from Edgar’s heavy six-
gun slug in his brain. The wind was direct-
ly behind us and that bear came upwind of
six men and 23 head of horses. I was back
in the middle of the string and though I
stood up in my saddle could not do any-
thing, because of two men and plenty of
horses ahead of me. However, I saw
enough to know that bear was plenty mad.
His upper lip was extended toward Westley

and his teeth were showing and the ears
laid back flat with his skull.

Incidentally, mad bears all have the
same expression on their faces, whether
grizzly or blacks. The upper and lower lips
are extended forward to the limit and the
teeth show, while the ears are laid back flat
alongside the skull. They never have the
cat snarl that most artists portray in their
pictures, with the upper lips drawn back
and upward. A mad bear looks almost
identically like a mad boar hog. After
death, the old grizzly I killed at Snug Har-
bor had his lips still extended. To give the
tyro an idea of the length of the snout, I
placed the tips of the fingers on my right
hand back against the front teeth of that
bear and then the upper lip extended clear
across the length of my extended hand to
my wrist, fully six inches from the top of
that upper lip to the front teeth.

Though more hunters try for black bear
each fall and spring than all other species
of bear combined, they are usually killed
by accident more than when actually hunt-

continued on page 16




Leupold brmgs you an all new 4x12

n response to demand, Leupold

now offers a 4x12 that not only delivers .

more maghnification, but does itin a

package no bigger than our famous 3x9!

Actually identical to the 3x9 in
both length and weight, the new
4x12 is Leupold's latest effort in
compressing more performance into
smaller scopes.

This new addition to the proven
Vari-X Il family of variables gives you
a magnification range to handle a
variety of situations. It’s as effective

on a varmint rifle as it is for big game.

Precision is built into the new
4x12. It tracks accurately so the point

of impact won't shift as you change
magnifications. An adjustable objective
allows for focusing to any distance.

And, like all Leupold Golden Ring®
scopes, every 4x12 must pass an
underwater pressure test to be sure it
will never fog up under even the :

toughest weather conditions.

If you're looking for the versatility
of a 4x12 and the quality of a Leupold,
ask your dealer to show you this one.
For a complete catalog of Leupold
products, write to Leupold & Stevens,
Inc., PO. Box 688, Beaverton,

o)
LEUPOLD

Performance starts on the inside”

Study at the oldest and largest
Gunsmithing school in the country.

LEARN

GUNSMITHING

in Colorful Colorado!

THIS IS NOT
A CORRESPONDENCE COURSE!

You will be taught by an experienced faculty and learn through
“hands on" experience in a step by step program with
individual instructions.
Complete your course in less
than one year. Day and night
classes available. We are a
specialized school with

a proven 35 year success
record and graduates

in 50 states as well
as foreign countries.

Approved for the
training of eligible veterans
and is an accredited
member of National
Assaciation of Trade and
Technical Schools. We
participate in some U.S.
Government financial
assistance programs. Write or call
303:233-4697 for information
today.

Colorado School of Trades
1575 Hoyt Street s Dept. GA
Denver, CO 80215
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ing them. By this I mean that getting a shot
at a black is more apt to occur when hunt-
ing other game and is just a chance shot,
rather than due to the efforts or knowledge
of the hunter. The sense of smell and hear-
ing of the bear is so much greater than that
of human beings that a hunter will seldom
get a shot in timber still-hunting. When
watching a bait, or a salmon stream in
Alaska, or some garbage dump, it is
another matter. But just to go out in the
timber and still-hunt for black bear with-
out snow is usually about the hardest possi-
ble still-hunting I know of, and one that is
seldom productive of results.

Hunt always upwind, and if a good
breeze is blowing that will muffle your
footsteps, so much the better. The late eve-
ning is always the best time to hunt bear in
the fall. If you make a deer, elk, or moose
kill, then you will have a far better chance
of getting a bear by watching the offal each
evening from some vantage point than you
will in actually still-hunting. In the East,
bear are very fond of acorns and nuts and
will frequent ridges where they can be ob-
tained. They are also likely to frequent any
old deserted orchards and berry patches, as
they are very fond of any fruit. Even here
in Idaho they very often come down and
work our orchards at night, or late in the

evening. In Utah and the more southern
ranges they feed a great deal on acorns in
the fall. They also like to lie up along some
steep rocky watercourse that is well cov-
ered with brush or berry bushes, and in
hunting them in the West you can often
jump them by working down a watercourse
and keeping to the windward side of these
small creeks and watching as you go. Even
so, more bear will be seen and killed while
hunting other game than when actually
bear hunting.

In the late fall, they will often be found




to frequent extensive patches of wild roses,
where they eat the small red seed pods.
They also frequent alder and willow thick-
ets, where they eat the swollen larvae of the
-allfly, which is encased in a red swelling

f the leaves and often is nearly as large as
4 marble. At such times, when such thick-
ets of willow and alder or wild roses can be
located, it is well to get across the canyon
and high enough so that you can have a
good view and wait for the bear in late eve-
ning. The same is true of berry patches. Of-
ten the frozen huckleberries and service-
berries still remain on the bushes and you

SR

—can then have a very good chance if you
find where the bear are feeding and lie up
and wait for him. Be sure always to locate
your lookout where the wind cannot carry
to him, or you will never see the bear.

In all bear hunting and for that matter
all big-game hunting, one must know ex-
actly what the game is feeding on at the
time, to have much chance of success.
Once you locate what the bear are feeding
on and find a good patch of such food, then
you have the battle half won. Always pay
strict attention to any scolding of the pine
squirrels, camp robbers, or blue jays and
magpies, as all these birds, as well as the
squirrels, will fuss at and scold a bear as

long as they can see him. The squirrels hate
him anyway, on account of his digging out
their pine nut caches, and the magpies and
‘ays and camp robbers will alway scold
1im as long as he is in sight. Ravens as well
vill often circle over a feeding bear, just to
see what he is eating and if by any chance
it may be carrion and they can obtain a
feed when he leaves.

continued next month

How do you improve
America’s favorite lockblade?

VERY CAREFULLY!

Buck’s better-than-ever Folding Hunter and Ranger

may not look dramatically different, but we have made some
very significant improvements you'll appreciate. Like the
slightly rounded edges on the handles for a better feel.
And a better edge on the blade—one of the easiest to
sharpen, and it stays that way. Actually, since we created
the first folding lockblade hunting knife 20 years ago, the
overall appearance hasn't changed that much—it's been an
evolution of changes and modifications that keep making it
better. No wonder so many others have tried to copy it. No
wonder they can't! You have to handle these new knives to
fully appreciate them, so visit your nearest Buck dealer,
and look for the name BUCK on the knife. If it doesn't say
Buck, it's - not a Buck knife! :

BUCK,

Famous for holding an edge!

FOLDING
4 HUNTER
4 MODEL 110

L RANGER
% MODEL 112

Write for free booklet KNIFE KNOW-HOW
Dept. GA-384, P.O. Box 1267, El Cajon, CA 92022

To keep your new
Buck knife looking its best
and to protect it from corrosion,
we enclose a complimentary foil sampie
of Flitz*—it's more than a polish!

; Accuracy Got You Over A Darrel?

OFFERING:
@ Precision barrels, of unmatched quality control, for your present rifle.
Accuracy guaranteed to satisfy.
® Convert your sporter into a tack driving varmit gun.
® Custom rifles built to your specifications.
® Any kind of riflesmithing.
® Send $1.00 for list.

McGowen Rifle Barrels AT3-GA St Anne, Ill. 60964
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