THE
DILLON
RL 450

Progressive reloading at
an affordable price

Takes the
punishment
out of
reloading

- $365.00

Uses
STANDARD
DIES.

This is a true progressive reloader
using four station rotary shellplate
to carry the cartridges through the
four die positions—producing a
loaded round with each stroke of
the handle.

Powerful compound linkage permits
reloading of both pistol and rifle
calibers

Complete for one caliber with
powder measure and primer feed
(except dies.)

DILLON PRECISION
PRODUCTS, INC.

7755 East Gelding Drive
Dept GA
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

ENGRAVER
John McFadden, 2524 N. 16th, Coeur d’
Alene, ID 83814, has now arrived as a

quality engraver of fine arms. He works
largely with scroll designs—some of the
most beautiful scroll I have seen! One fine
S&W was scroll-engraved in high relief—
that is, scroll left high and the background -
metal was cut away all around it. I careful )
ly examined five different sixguns he had*--
engraved as well as some fine gold
and silver jewelry he made.
His work is beautiful-
ly laid out and well
executed. Write him
for his prices.

TRAJECTORY

Over the years I have received a lot of
inquiries about rifle trajectory over a given
range. To begin with, the trajectory of the
bullet is not a curve but a parabola. That
means it is flatter over the first half of the
point-blank range and has a much steeper
curve down toward the aiming point.

Most rifles of around 1,800 to 2,000 feet
per second (fps) velocity are best sighted
for about 150 yards maximum, so the ex-
treme height reached by the bullet will not
be over four inches at most. In timber
shooting, where you may have to shoot un-
der or over limbs, logs, etc., it is often best
to sight such rifles for just 100 yards.

Rifles delivering a velocity of 2,500 to
2,700 fps can usually be sighted for 200
yards and not have over a three-inch mid-
way trajectory. When so sighted, the high-
est point of the bullet’s arc will be nearer
125 yards than at 100.

Rifles of 2,800 to over 3,000 fps with
long bullets can well be sighted for 275 to
300 yards. I like most big-game long-range
rifles to be sighted at least three inches
high at 100 yards and often use a setting of

3% inches high at 100 yards. Then they

will usually be very close at 300 yards, de-
pending on the cartridge and bullet weight
for a given caliber.

When such rifles as the various .300
Magnums with 180- to 200-grain bullets
and the 7 mm Magnums with 175- or
160-grain bullets are so sighted they will
usually carry very close to 300 yards as a
point blank. Some companies, including
Weaver and Marlin, have trajectory charts
that are a great help to tell you just where
to sight a rifle at 25 to 35 yards for a given
longer range. There is some discrepancy in
these charts, however, due to the height of
the sights above the bore of the rifle or the
axis of the scope sight above the bore.

Rifles sighted for 300 yards will usually
have the highest point of their trajectory
curve out at about 200 yards, not 150 as
some charts put it. It is always well to sight
your rifle for a given point-blank that will
best take advantage of its velocity. The
shoot it on target at 100 and 200 as well 1
sighted for 300 and you may well find you
are about four to 4% inches high at the
200-yard mark. So, in game shooting, you
must judge the range and make allowances

continued on page 14




Rock Solid Accuracy
and Dependability.

When you lock a scope to a rifle or pistol with Redfield mounts, it
becomes part of the firearm . . . solid as a rock . . . for dependable
accuracy.

We machine Redfield rings to an exact 1” diameter for full surface
contact with your scope. So when ring screws are tightened, clamping
pressure is applied evenly all around the scope tube to eliminate
slipping or rotating.

Our bases incorporate adjustment screws for extra windage
correction. Both the 1-piece JR and 2-piece SR bases feature
Redfield’s rotary dovetail design. This unbeatable system draws the
ring to the base . . . tight. Properly installed, there’s just no way JR or
SR mounts can shoot loose or allow any shift in point-of-impact.

Improve your accuracy with a dependable, rock solid Redfield mount.

Available at most dealers or send $1 for a complete catalog to:
Redfield Company, 5800 E. Jewell Ave., Denver, CO 80334.

You need a

Redfld

~ You can lose your lighter,
- butyoucan't lose your

one year from date of reg-
istration. It's 3" closed and

e ledther sheath.
Get Brown Bear. You
can'tiose. :

HENRY.

for yc}u free Sc:hroé_i_e Almanac o Sehrade Cutlery Corp., Ellenville, N.Y. 12428-0590,
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in moving your rifle’s point of aim on the™
animal proper.

By shooting the rifle to longer ranges
you will learn how much to hold over a
given-size animal at each longer range.
Here the range-finder reticle scopes and
the variables with the old Thomson’s two-
dot reticle or a double cross wire with six-
inch spacing come into their own and are
very useful.

Another question that often comes up is
where to hold on game up a steep grade or
down a steep grade. Remember, Old Man
Gravity works only on the horizontal plane
with relation to the earth’s surface. So, if
you are shooting at a buck up a very steep
mountain and you know he is 300 yards
away, you should aim the same as for
about a 200-yard shot or you will go over
him. When shooting downhill on a steep
slope, the same thing occurs. If said buck
is 300 yards down a steep slope, aim low
enough for a 200-yard shot and you will
connect.

To better understand this, sketch-in a
steep slope and draw a line from shooter to
deer, then draw a horizontal line across the
picture. Note that the earth parallel where
gravity pulls downward on the bullet is
much less than the actual range involved.
This, of course, is all elementary to the old ._
rifleman but many newcomers to th¢
shooting game find it out the hard way. \,__)

Only experienced riflemen can take full
advantage of a fairly high midway trajecto-
ry, and only then if they are a good judge
of distance and really know their rifle and
its load.

An important thing to consider in all
long-range game shooting is the prevailing
wind. And the wind blows a lot in some
places. If you are shooting 200 to 400 yards
in a strong crosswind, then always hold in-
to the wind on the game. If the wind is di-
rectly behind you and strong, it may raise
the bullet from normal and if directly in
your face and strong or gusty, it may well
make your shot go a bit lower.

Judging wind can best be done on a good
rifle range with a service rifle or your fa-
vorite sporting rifle. It doesn’t take much
of a wind to drift a rifle bullet some, even
at 200 yards. Out at 400, a strong wind can
drift you clear off the animal. Many times
I have had to hold clear off a game animal
out at long range in a strong wind in order
to make a hit.

Usually on hot or clear days a rifle will
shoot to normal or a trifle high, especially
if you are shooting alongside a high cliff or
bluff where the air is lifting. By the same
token, on damp, rainy or snowy days a rifle
usually shoots a trifle lower. Temperature =
also has a great deal to do with normal ze ‘/}
ro of any rifle. I remember at Camp Perry
when it had been hot the day before and we
suddenly had a great drop in temperature
down to just a little above freezing.

continued on page 16




CLASSIC
BERETTABILITY.

MODEL 76W
.22 R TARGET PISTOL

A top-scoring competitor:
Olympic accuracy and balance,
master-built precision, in a beau-
tiful marriage of blued steel, wal-
nut, and painstaking Beretta
craftsmanship. @ Comfortable
contoured grips of hand-checkered
walnut, w/thumb rest (also
available as 76P with contoured
plastic grips) # 6" barrel, light-
alloy fixed counterweight with
knurled top rib, anti-glare finish

B Weight with empty magazine:
2 Ibs., 1 0z. (approx.)

At your sporting arms dealer,
or call toll-free 800-638-1301 (in
Maryland, 301-283-2191) Monday
through Friday, 8 A.M. to 8 P.M.
Eastern Time, for the dealerin

@ 3interchangeable front sight
blades, square notch rear sight
with precise adjustments for
elevation and windage & Semi-
automatic @ Straight blowback
action B 10 round magazine

your area.
Beretta

Beretta U.S.A. Corp.
17601 Indian Head Highway
Accokeek, Maryland 20607

BETTER
GUI SECURITY
BY DESIGH

Stowline has designed security into this new
gun vault and has taken the high cost and need-
less bulk out. For about $300, your rifles, shot-
guns, handguns and ammo . . . even expensive
fishing rods . . . can be protected from burglars.
Just the right size for 8 long guns, with or without
scopes, this rugged steel vault can be carried
home and bolted quickly to the wall studs in a
closet. Beefed up to foil even expert thieves, the
vault features a no-pick Medeco® lock and pro-
tection against pry bars. Soft inner
lining protects guns from nicks
and scratches. See the
Stowline Gun Vault, the
Wall Safe and the
Pickup Rifle Safe at
your sporting goods or
gun dealer.

STOWLINE 5520,

Send coupon for free catalog, prices and name of your
nearest dealer to Stowline, Dept. GA-1, 811 S. First,
Kent, Washington 98031.

Name
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sights for their normal 200-yard elevatio

The first relay on the firing line set their:

and proceeded to get low fours and even
some threes directly below the bull. It was
a constant condition all up and down the
firing line, except for a few old pros who
knew what to expect.

The same was true at the 600- and
1,000-yard ranges and a lot of 173-grain
boattails plowed into the target butts below
the target at 1,000 yards, down the long fir-
ing line. Most riflemen had to come up two
or three minutes from their normal warm-
weather elevations that morning.

In sighting rifles with scopes, most reti-
cles are plainly marked up or down or “R”
and “L” for right and left; but I, like many
others, often turn them the wrong way. If
the adjustment is in the mounts, then rais-
ing the front mount will make the rifle
shoot lower, and raising the rear mount
will make it shoot higher. The same applies
to the axis of the scope tube.

In iron sights, move the rear sight to
right or left as you want the point of im-
pact to center the target. If the front sight
must be moved, then move it in just the op-
posite direction. Raising the front sight
will make the rifle shoot lower and lower-
ing the front sight heights will make it

shoot higher. The reverse is true of the ri-

fle’s rear sight.

Before going on any pest or big-game
hunt, always zero your rifle for what you
think will be your normal range. Remem-
ber, it’s better to shoot a box of ammuni-
tion sighting in and knowing your rifle
even though you have only eight or ten
hulls left, than to go into the hills with sev-
eral boxes of ammunition and a rifle whose
point blank or trajectory you do not know.
Practice before you hunt, until you know
your rifle, then you can do all your hunting
before you shoot.

TRIGGER SHOES

I have heard of three separate accidental
discharges of double-action revolvers,
equipped with trigger shoes, when they
were pushed into holsters. One was on a
belt holster worn on a hip. The other two
instances involved shoulder holsters. The
edge of the wide trigger projecting past the
width of the narrow triggerguard caught
on the holster and double actioned the
guns as they were pushed hard into their
holsters. Fortunately, no injuries resulted
except to the holsters, but the three indi-
viduals promptly removed the wide trigger
shoes. These adaptations were not designed
for carry-type handguns, so if you use

*

them, it is advisable to put them on a gun

you don’t intend on carrying on you. 9@

Address

Elmer Keith’s illness still precludes
his answering any correspondence.




