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GUNNOTES

By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

The conclusion of “Return Of The Single-Action.”

PART 111

At one time, Colt used to advertise
they would furnish single-actions with
barrels longer than standard at a cost of
one dollar per inch over the 7%-inch
barrel. Legend has it that Ned Buntline,
a dime novelist of the 1870s and ’80s,
ordered four of them with very long
barrels and gave them to such celebri-
ties as Earp, Masterson, Tilgman and
Cody. Although this legend is unfound-
ed, Colt collectors have named these
long-barreled models the Buntline Spe-
cials. Some were fitted with excellent
tang carbine rear sights, and they were
very accurate long-range guns. | serious-
ly doubt that they were ever used for
quick-draw and close-range gun fight-
ing. Any fast gun man has only to try
one for quick draw work to decide how
hopeless such a ten or 12-inch barrel is
for really fast work. The gun must be
hung very low where it is in the way
both riding or walking, or else one
would have to turn a back somersault
to get it clear of the holster. It was,
however, an excellent arm in the hills
for game shooting or a longer-range
gunfight. If used with both hands, the
long-barreled Colt becomes a very accu-
rate long-range six-gun.

Over the years, the movie industry
has done much to keep the old gun
alive, especially among the younger
generations—more so than has any
group of shooters or collectors. The
present showing of a great many
20-plus year old films combined with
modern Westerns, has created an even
further demand for Colt and other
makes of single-action six-guns. The

fact the old gun balances and points
better for fast hip shooting than any
other design for the first shot adds fur-
ther to the demand. Combine this with

the proven fact that the old single- }
action grip absorbs recoil with the least
punishment to the hand when using
heavy loads and you have another pro-
argument for the single-action. It is also
one of the safest guns made for the
horseman.

Great Western guns have been cham-
bered for the .44 Magnum, I under-
stand, but I consider both the Colt and
the Great Western frames and cylinders
too small for safety with this great car-
tridge. To properly and safely handle
the .44 Magnum cartridge—which is fast
becoming the most popular of all six-
gun calibers among cow punchers,
mountain men, and guides—the frame
of the Colt (and the old Great Western)
single-action will have to be redesigned
and made larger and longer. The cylin-
der will also have to be increased in
both length and diameter. A redesign- of
the old Colt 1880 vintage flat-top target
along the lines of the guns remodelled
by Harold Croft and I in the twenties
would be just the thing. It should be
fitted with the best fully-adjustable tar-
get sights. The flat-top frame should
also be extended back over the nose of
the hammer. A lower, sharply-check-

continued on page 14 . ?
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Give him
a Buck
pocket knife.
ItS in the finest
tradition.

When it comes time to buy a knife for your son, grandsen or
another youngster you care about, give him the very best. If
he takes care of it a Buck pocket knife will be around to remind
him of what fine craftsmanship means all his life. And what
you mean to him, too. High-carbon Buck steel blades have
built a reputation for edge-holding quality. And the tough
stainless steel pivot pins will hold up through years of hard
use. See our complete line at your dealer. Pick one up for
yourself too. For our free book!et mail a postcard to Knife

i = 1o g BLICK
KN IVES

\ : famous for holding an edge

Power Packed
.38 and .357
ammo

Loaded for handgunners by handgun experts,
S&W ammo delivers consistent performance, ac-
curacy, velocity and expansion. S&W developed
two distinct bullet designs for .38 Special and
.357 Magnum rounds. (Most use the same bullet
for both.) S&W .38 Special bullets have a deep,
two-step hollow point for proper expansion and
weight retention at all velocities, even from snub
barrels. Check the chart and ask your dealer for
S&W ammunition. Write for free S&W Reloading
Guide. Smith & Wesson, Springfield,
Massachusetts 01101.

BALLISTIC PERFORMANCE (4" BARREL REVOLVER)

100 Yd. Muzzle 25 Yds 50 Yds Test Barrel
Expan. [ V E v E Vv E v
.38 Special+P 110 JHP ’ﬁ‘ 1039 | 264 | 995 | 242 | 940 | 216 1280
E s,
.38 Special +P 125 JHP | g 1032 | 296 | 995 | 275 | 975 | 264 1310
.357 Magnum 110 JHP &5 1349 | 445 | 1225 [ 367 | 1155 | 326 1775
.357 Magnum 125 JHP @ 1289 | 461 | 1195 | 396 | 1110 | 342 1725

Expanded Bullets: .38 2" bbl 100 yds.; .357 3%" bbl 100 yds.

Smith&Wesson

# A Bangor Punta Company
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ered Bisley-type hammer with wide
thumb piece should be employed, ac

well as a wide trigger that is perfectly =

contoured to the trigger finger. The in-
corporation of one-piece grip straps and
two sizes of grips would further im-
prove the gun. One grip should be the
present standard, and the other the old
1848 square-backed Dragoon grip for
men with large hands. Springs should
be strengthened, and a coil mainspring
should be added that would make cock-
ing easier with less chance of damage
to the safety and half cock notches in
the hammer. An all-coil combination
bolt and trigger spring that is unbreaka-
ble should be mandatory. Barrels could
run from 4% inches for the peace offi-
cers who want a short single-action, up
through the full gamut of lengths—
including the 5%-inch, 7%-inch, and the
10 or 12-inch barrel Buntline.

Bill Ruger is, at present, a very long
jump ahead of Colt in the production
of modern single-actions with his fa-
mous Blackhawk in .357 and the larger
version in .44 Magnum. His separate
spring-loaded firing pin is a big advan-
tage when using heavy loads in the .44
Magnum. His single-action .44 Magnum
Blackhawk frame and cylinder are of
ample size for the powerful cartridge
with either factory or hand loads.

Over the years, the single-action re-
volver has remained one of the most
popular handguns in the world. Its col-
orful history, balance and good looks
along with its reliability keep it in the
most-popular handguns class. Original
black powder and pre-World War II-
vintage Colts are bringing incredibly
high prices at collector’s shows today
and the demand for shootable versions
of this favorite old six-gun is causing
many companies to reproduce this fa-
mous old sidearm.

Colt still produces their “old stand-
by” in .357 Magnum and .45 Colt cali-
ber. Their gun, to this day, is almost
identical to the original 1873 model
with the exception of the changes I
mentioned earlier in this report.

Iver Johnson has imported the Cattle-
man series of single-action guns and
will soon have a .44-40 caliber version
available.

Navy Arms has a line of European-
made single-actions that include the
“Buntline” model, the 1875 Remington
replica, and several ‘“‘peacemaker’-
styled six-shooters in various chamber-
ings such as 22 Long Rifle, .22 Win-
chester Magnum, .357 Mag., .30 M1,
.38-40, .44-40, and 45 Colt.

Interarms has recently introduced the-
big .44 Magnum Dragoon single-action.
All told, there are over a half-dozen
companies that currently have single-

continued on page 16
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Take the fifth.

Solidly built. Aéré&ynamiéally designed.

Comfortable, color-coordinated interiors. Fully equipped kitchens.

The Monitor® fifth wheel travel trailer. Take it to the
shore. Take it to the mountains. Take it coast-to-coast.

Take any of the Monitor recreational vehicles any-
where. Monitor. Travel trailers, fifth wheels, motorhomes
and minis for the experienced RVer. Built to last by
Holiday Rambler Corporation and priced to please
budget-minded families.

MONITOR
MARES IT
HAPPEN!

monitor

A recieational product of Hohday Hambler Corporation

For FREE literature and the name of your nearest
Monitor dealer, call TOLL-FREE 1-800-348-7439;
in Indiana 1-800-552-7681.

65528 State Road 19, Wakarusa, IN 46573

Refrigerators by Dometic®. (© 1978 Holiday Rambler Corporation
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action revolvers in their lineup. Proof
positive that this old workhorse has sti
got plenty of life in it. .
The single-action has been with us
and served us well for over a century. It
will no doubt be with us for a great
many more years to come. Treat it as a
gun and a tool, not a plaything—and it
will never let you down.
200

.45 AUTO BELT CLIPS

Browne & Farr Manufacturing, Incor-
porated, 1775 Wilwat Drive, Suite 1,
Borcross, GA 30093, is now producing a
very practical belt clip for the Colt .45
auto. It is easily installed by removing
the grip on the right side and placing
the sheetmetal of that portion of the
belt clip under the stock and retighten-
ing the screws. Ii in no way interferes
with the function or the use of the gun
and holds it firmly and securely under
the waist band of your pants. I used to
carry a 45 auto as a second gun. At
times I would just shove it under my
belt on my rear right hip cocked, with
the safety on and the butt facing front-
wards. No doubt these clips will do
nicely for this sort of carry, and, also
eliminate the bulk and expense of a
special holster. The best part is the
price; only $3.98. '
.45 COLT JHP BULLETS -

Speer and Hornady have now come
out with a new jacketed soft-nosed
hollow-point .45 caliber 260-grain bullet
for the .45 Colt cartridge.

These bullets are designed for max-
imum expansion and would be very
good against man-sized targets, but I
would not recommend them for really
large game. My past experience on
some 40 large domestic bulls, as well as
big game from deer on up to elk and
moose shot by friends, has proven that
the jacketed soft points as well as hol-
low points don’t penetrate too well in
the 45 and .44 calibers. For those who
will shoot these bullets, I recommend
14 grains of 2400 using Colt single -ac-
tions and 17 grains of 2400 for those
using the Ruger Black Hawk.

Hard-cast bullets of 240 grains in
both the .44 Magnum and the .45 Colt
give much deeper penetration in big
game than any soft-nose jacketed bul-
lets which use a soft lead core for
quicker expansion using the same pow-
der charges. As a general rule jacketed
bullets set up higher pressures as well.

Reports from Alaska with the .45
Colt and the .44 Magnum on big game
have proven my Keith 250-grain hard -
cast slug to be most effective at a
times and under difficult conditions. On
the other hand, police officers using the
45 Colt want a bullet that will not pen-
etrate too deeply and offer maximum
shock effect. A




