Simplify
your
reloading
with
Pacific’s

Versalite

Now you
can switch from
one load to an-
other, target to hunt-
ing, and back again—
without changing wads.
With Pacific’'s Versalite wads,
you can change the powder
charge, shot charge, type of
shell case, or all three...and Ver-
salite’'s compressible center sec-
tion will automatically adjust to
the correct wad length. Now avail-
able in 10, 12 and 20 gauge, Ver-
salites are extra-easy to use—
with flared shot cup that slips
easily over the wad seating
punch of your reloader.
Lightweight Versalite wads
provide positive gas seal,
giving you optimum velocity
with any powder charge.
Make your reloading
faster, easier and

more enjoyable with
Pacific’s Versalite wad.
In the field or on the
range, it's a soft-
shooting wad with
hard-hitting per-
formance. Available
now at your Pacific
Dealer’s.

Div of Hornady
“ f—

&=
dacific
TOOL COMPANY

Dept. GA-2, P.O. Box 2048,
Grand Island, Nebr. 68801
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

More on the world’s most popular revolver, by
America’s most famous six-gunner, Elmer Keith.

PART 11

OFanning, was and is, very hard on
any single-action and will ruin most of
the old Colts in short order. Likewise,
drawing the hammer back to half cock,
or a frifle beyond, and letting it slip
usually results in a broken hammer
notch. It is also possible that the top of
the trigger which forms the sear could
be broken off. The heavy mainspring
tension on factory guns increased the
liability of breakage when the gun was
so handled. In fanning, if the firer
failed to hold the trigger back firmly
against the back of the guard, the same
thing could happen, and the gun would
be put out of commission.

Fitting the old gun with a flat-top
target frame, target rear sight (the best
of which were the S&W type) and a
lower Bisley-type hammer spur elimi-
nated any chance of fanning or break-
ages. The wide, sharply checkered
Bisley-shaped hammer spur also pre-
vented any slippages of the thumb or
sear and hammer notch breakage when
the gun was cocked fast as in the fast
draw work. A large head base pin that
was cut out to contour the barrel and
extractor housing prevented rotation of
the pin and allowed its cut to be made
larger so it would be better held by the
base pin screw or catch. With all these
improvements, plus a good flat-top
target-type front sight of either square-
face or ramp-shape with a gold insert at
the top, the old single-action will shoot
as well as any handgun. Owing to its
solid frame, slow loading and case ex-
traction, it cannot be reloaded as fast as
modern double actions. Gus Peret had
a single-action made up with a swing-
out cylinder and simultaneous ejection.

But, the solid frame of the standard
model is still stronger than his experi-
mental single-action.

In this connection, and in regards to
strength, we recently tested a huge
single-action made after the pattern of
the Colt by R.G. Wilson of Fulton,
Michigan for the .45-70-405 factory
load. In spite of having too small a grip
for a weight of five pounds, it handled
well, and the recoil was very mild.
Properly made, the gun would handle
perfectly at a weight of 4% pounds.

When Colt dropped production of the
single-action in 1940, prices soared. We
saw old Army single-actions, with the
U.S. stamp on the frame and the one-
piece wood grips in good condition, sell
for as much as $200 each. These were
the same old guns Bannerman sold for
$5 each when we were kids. In spite of
Colt officially pronouncing the single-
action dead and obsolete, it would not
die out. The demand was there and in-
creasing. It remained for a young man
named William B. Ruger to get on the
ball and do something about it. He
paid us a visit out here in Idaho and
examined all my old worked-over
single-actions. He then went home and
soon produced the famous Ruger Single
Six. From the start, it was the most
foolproof single-action yet produced
and almost unbreakable. We saw one at
the N.R.A. Convention that was placed
on an electric machine, which cocked

continued on page 12

Elmer Keith receives such a volume of mail
that it is no longer possible for him to
individually answer all correspondence.
Only letters with a self-addressed, stamped
envelope will receive a reply.
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HiLume LENSES

| \ IN Buis FULLFIELD SCOPES

Establishes a new standard of excellence in
iy rifle scope performance
Available in 13%4X-5X, 2X-7X,
3X-9X, and 4X-12X
variable scopes.

HUNT LONGER
Start hunting earlier in the
morning and hunt later at dusk

SEE MORE GAME ON CLOUDY DAYS
Up to 20% more light transmission*

*Based on reflectance totals at 12 air to
glass surfaces, absorption not deducted, compar-
ing two identical systems, one HiLume and other
magnesium fluoride

SPOT GAME AT SUNUP AND SUNDOWN
Glare from hunting near the sun is almost totally eliminated

NE LONG EYE RELIEF
SCOPES AND MOUNTS

for pistols, 94 Winchesters, and
muzzle loaders in 2X and 3X models.

NEW MINISCOPES -

Big scope performance in a compact
light weight size. Ideal for car-

bines and compact rifles. Excellent
optics, rugged design.

NEW SIGHT THRU MOUNTS
Larger front ring expands field

of view. Lets you see more area.
Improves chance of hitting difficult
running shots. Pat. App. For

BURRIS COMPANY
Box 1747  Dept. GA Greeley, CO. 80831

Send 25¢ for 1978 catalog

Back Issues

are available, issues are in limited supply.
Check the month you would like.

OdJan OFeb OMay OdJune
1 976 OJuly OAug OSept OOct ONov 0ODec
1977 OJan OFeb OMar OApr OMay OJune

OJuly OAug OSept OOct ONov 0[O Dec
1 978 OJan OFeb OMar OApr OMay OJune
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1978 issues available after publication.
Allow 4-6 weeks delivery.

_ ' '_ Send $2.00 per copy, check or money
) ~ " order, with your name and address to:

8 Service Dept. @
6725 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90028

Petersen Publishing Co., Customer ;
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continued from page 10

and snapped the gun continuously night -
and day. It was still operating perfectly |

at the end of the convention. Bill Ruger
had proven he had a reliable gun. Sales
soared, and demand was greater than
the output at his small factory in South-
port, Connecticut. The gun had a few
faults, but it is still one of the most
popular 22 single-actions today.

From the start, I strongly urged Rug-
er to bring out the gun in larger form
and calibers; preferably in .44 Special.
His next model, the .357 Blackhawk,
was a greal improvement over the early
Single Six. He left the frame flat and
extended it back over the hammer nose.
It was fitted with a Micro rear sight,
adjustable for both elevation and wind-
age, a barrel length of 4% inches and a
ramp front sight. I never did like a Mi-
cro rear sight because if the elevation
screw is raised too far, the sight will
then wobble or protrude too high above
the frame. The .357 caliber Blackhawk
has proven to be a very popular, reli-
able and perfectly balanced gun with its
all coil springs—production has never
quite caught up with demand. Shooters
welcomed it with open arms, and these
guns are now in active service all over
this continent.

About this time, William Wilson, who
was then head of The Great Western
Arms Company, brought out a com-
plete line of single-actions patterned af-
ter the old Colt. They had the same
design of internal parts and were pro-
duced in calibers from .22 LR to .45
Colt. Very good steels were used
throughout. They turned out some ex-
cellent single-actions which were capa-
ble of handling the highest velocity .357
Magnum and .44 Special, as well as .45
Colt ammunition. They made me a 4
%-inch .44 Special, fitted with a ramp
front and Micro rear sight that is a very
accurate and reliable gun. Later they
brought out the short 4-inch Deputy
model. but I have not seen nor tested
these later guns that were made after
Bill Wilson left the company, so I can-
not say how good they were.

In 1953, [ spent all my available time
with Mr. Peterson of the Remington
Arms Company at Camp Perry at the
National Matches. I urged him tc bring
out my heavy .44 Special loads. He was
very enthusiastic about this and invited
me to the factory. Later, I spent a week
at the Remington plant with Henry
Davis and Gail Evans and told them to
bring out my heavy .44 Special loads

that [ had used so long in Colt single-,~.

actions and in the old Smith & Wessor
Triple-Lock. They were afraid of the
relative strength of the early Triple-
Lock Smith & Wessons. So, I then sug-
gested they make the case one-tenth of

continued on page 14
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R-E-A‘L' BULLETS
*Rifling Engraved At Loading
single

’11.98

double
'16.98

A new concept for
muzzle loading rifles. A
solid bullet that loads ea.sﬂy
even after many firings because of
its unigue cleaning action. Almost
as easy to load as a Minie, yet more accurate. Even
with very light loads, it will not tumble. A perfect
hunting bullet with heavy loads. Easy to cast.
Shoots accurately even in greatly oversize barrels.

MINIE BULLETS

*16.98

Complete with handles
& automatic core pin.

Open the mold up- i
side down to empty. Close it and you are
ready to cast LEe next. The core pin
automatically centers in the mold.
Easily cast 200 per hour. A quality built
¢ mold built to last as long as your rifle.
#{ Hollowbase Minies in most calibers and
styles. Also available in oversize to per-
fectly fit your gun at no extra cost.

ROUND BALL MOLDS

single double

*11.98 *16.98

R
Lee Round Ball Molds have tangen-
tial cut off which eliminates the ob-
jectionable nib at the spru. Cavities
are formed with a tungsten carbide ball and are
extremely smooth and round.

CONICAL MOLDS
For Black Powder Revolvers
single double

*11.98 °16.98

A super accurate bullet that is easy
toload, straight and true. The base

t*  of the bullet slips into the chamber
Whl]e the next two lands guide and seal with a per-
fect press fit. Two lube grooves prevent flash igni-
tion and lead fouling. More energy and far greater
aceuracy than round balls.

"\ LEE LUBRICATING
& SIZING KITS
'3.98

Everything needed for
lubricating and sizing your
bullets including NRA formula
bullet lubricant.

" LEE BULLET MOLDS

Rifle & Pistol
single double . i
’11.98 °16.98

Once you've cast bullets with aluminum mold
blocks, you'll never be satisfied with any other
kind. They possess exceptional molding qualities
and eliminate the need for breaking in. No need to
worry about warping, cracking or soldering the
blocks. Lead won't stick to aluminum.

LEE BULLET
CASTER

*17.98

Melts over 4 lbs. of
lead in 20 minutes.
Plenty of heat for all bullet
alloys. Two year written
guarantee.

LEE
PRECISION
MELTER
$22.98

&
High speed melter with
infinite heat control. 4 Ib.
capacity and two year written guarantee.

fies

LEE
PRODUCTION
POT

38.98

10 Ib. capacity with
bottom pour spout. It's
used by many commerecial casters. Two year writ-
ten guarantee.

LEE PRODUCTION POT RISER *3.00

A convenient 2 in. riser that fits between the base
and upright, provides about 4 in. total clearance
from base to spout — required for hollow base or
hollow point molds from other manufacturers and
sinker molds.

o

LEE LEAD POTS
*1.98

Steel pot holds 4 Ibs. of lead, for over 150 average
size bullets. Flat, stable bottom provides good con-
tact with heat supply.

LEE LEAD LADLES\
*1.98

A convenient

" size ladle for bul-

et casting. Works

g equally well for right and

left handers. Handy for skim-
ming and stirring metal.

LEE PRECISION, INC. Hartford, Wisconsin 53027
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an inch longer and use my bullet and
heavy .44 Special loading. Then only
new guns could be chambered for my
special round. They were very attentive.
Evans made notes on my loads and said
they would see what could be done.

I visited the Smith & Wesson plant at
Springfield for a week at the request of
Carl R. Hellstrom and urged that they
cooperate with Remington and bring
out their 1950 model chambcred for my
heavy .44 Special loads—or a new gun
to handle them. Carl Hellstrom told me
in his office that he could build'a gun
around any load Remington could bring
out. During my last morning’s visit with
him. I again urged that he get together
with the Remington men on such a
venture. No one promised anything,
and [ was in the dark about the upcom-
ing development. Harold Austin of
Smith & Wesson, phoned me some time
later and told me the very first .44
S&W Magnum was being shipped to
me and that the ammunition would be
forthcoming from the Remington peo-
ple. He also said the second gun out of
the plant was being sent to my old
friend. General Hatcher. Finally, after
30 years of endeavor, experiment and
the writing of hundreds of letters and
many magazine articles urging a mod-
ern .44 caliber sixgun for my heavy
loads, the dream became a reality.

The new 6%-inch Smith & Wesson
and the Remington factory .44 Magnum
loads proved to be all that Harold Aus-
tin said they were. | was delighted with
both. It was the finest six-gun [ have
yet seen produced by any arms factory.
The world now knows all about the
heavy .44 Magnum loads with the one-
tenth of an inch longer case and the
redesigned bullet that allows soft fac-
tory lead to be used with a part jacket
covering the base band and lower lu-
brication groove that will hold the ri-
fling at higher velocities. The gun and
load proved to be exactly what I had
wanted for so many years. In spite of
the fact that every six-gun crank in this
country knew who was directly respon-
sible for the .44 Magnum—gun and load
development—one national magazine
did their utmost to discredit me. The
truth finally came out in the Gun Digest
and other publications.

Although the .357 Magnum, gun and
load. has taken all species of American
big game, the .44 Magnum has proven
to be twice as good a killer. I have now
had reports of one-shot kills on all spe-

cies of game, including Alaskan brown

and grizzly bear, elk, moose, and cari-

bou, as well as a good many black .

bear. I have killed three mule deer with
the load. Two were with close-range
brain shots and one spectacular kill

continued on page 16
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1t's old--emecjt’s NEWI with two out of four shots at a three-
eritage and history in the legged running animal at extremely
'Iljidking primitive and - long rifle range. Shooting prone with
i : both hands and all of the front sight
modern precision blade held up over the top of the rear
shoofing. Muzzl .| | sight notch, I managed to lob one Rem-
oading can be whatever | | ington 240-grain slug through a buck’s
 you wish, but you || jaw and out his mouth with the first
: shot. The second, as he turned up the
mountain, went through both lungs.
The part jacket stayed under the skin
on the off side, but the soft-lead body
of the bullet went completely through.
A .50 caliber hole was cut through both
lungs and a rib on each side, showing
the gun still has authority out at 600-
plus yards.
whe p;onemd . With the advent of the .44 Magnum
blgckpwdg; sh' i1 cartridge, I urged Bill Ruger to make a
: | larger version of his famous Blackhawk
for the new load. He first made up
three pilot models on his .357 Black-
hawk frame. I wrote him that the frame
should be enlarged, and the cylinder
should be both longer and larger in
diameter. He found this advice to be
correct after considerable test firing and
redesigned the frame and cylinder. He
DI XIE ‘GUN WORKS, INC. then brought out his famous Blackhawk
-Dept. "3 = - Gunpowder Iune 4 | 44 Magnum with a 6%-inch barrel. Bill

“thiton Citv: Tenne | | made up a special 4%-inch job for me,
thilon _C:ty, o ssee_ksl.’;82_6] 1 | and it has proven to be a wonderfully

accurate modern single-action for the
big load. It has handled all loads per-
fectly for me.

I consider the frame of the .357 Rug-
er, as well as that of the old Colt
single-actions and the Great Western
guns to be a bit light and small for the
big loads. I do not recommend ever re-
chambering any of these guns for the
44 Magnum. The big cartridge needs
the larger frame, cylinder and greater
length coupled with the finest of mod-
ern steels. Both Smith & Wesson and
Ruger have used them in their .44 Mag-
num guns with great success.

At that time I could see no place for
improvement in the fine Smith & Wes-
son .44 Magnums. There was still room
for futher improvement in the Ruger
Blackhawk—in .44 Magnum caliber. 1
urged Bill to bring it out in a Dragoon
model with the cylinder left straight
with no flutes. The barrel should be 7%
inches long, the grip, a duplicate of the
old Colt second model Dragoon with a
square back trigger guard, and the ma-
terial for the grip frame to be steel or a
stronger metal than aluminum alloy.
The hammer should be a lower Bisley-
type with a wide sharply checkered
thumb piece and trigger.

One fall I loaned Erv Malnarich my
44 Magnum Ruger to use while guid-
ing elk hunters, It finished three

continued on page 18

You can’t trust
a machine

~ to make a
great knife.

People make great knives. Machines
can’t. Each Schrade Old Timer is made with
over 100 hand operations. And each hand
operation is carefully inspected. For
mk great knife you can trust.

CUTLERY
s=—== Schrade Cutlery Corp.,
——— New York 12428,
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Old Timer’
by Schrade
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Muzzle Loader’s
Barrel & Stock
Finishing Kit.

Restore your weathered antique or give
an authentic look to that reproduction.
Complete kit includes Plum Brown

Barrel Finish, Colonial Red (Maple)
Stock Stain, TRU-OIL" Stock Finish
and everything you need to do the job.

%k

e aag| BIRCHWOOD CASEY
Eden Prairie, Minn. 55343

oo

Preferred by men who know guns best.
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wounded elk for him with brain shots.
He killed his own cow elk at 70 yards
with a single broadside shoulder shot
with the big .44 Ruger. He and Sid
Hinkle once wounded a big bull elk
across a canyon and had to follow him
up. They finally killed the bull at about
75 yards—both making several lung
shots on him before he went down.

Ruger has now improved the single-
action to a finer degree over all existing
makes and models. He used a grip
shaped similar to that like the old Colt
single-action. His adoption of the sepa-
rate spring-loaded firing pin—first de-
veloped here at Salmon, Idaho by H.W.
Bradley—is another big improvement
over the old Colt. Ruger’s all coil-spring
action made the gun practically un-
breakable.

Great Western copied the old Colt
single-action in detail, save for ‘the
adoption of the Bradley-type firing pin
and using much stronger, more modern
steels: Great Western’s Deputy Madel,
however, incorporated fine adjustable
target sights, a short 4-inch barrel with
a full rib, and a lower Bisley-type ham-
mer spur. I have not seen, nor ever test-
ed the Deputy model.

Ruger improved upon the old Rem-
ingtorl design in the development and

production of another hand gun, the
tiny Bearcat .22 mmfire. It resembled
the famous Single Six—an excellent
precision-made and very accurate little
gun. Colt then borrowed Ruger’s design
of one-piece grip straps for their fine
Frontier Scout .22. They also copied the
spring-loaded separate firing pin., and
used a much smaller aluminum alloy
frame than the Ruger.

With the coming of World War II,
the great firm of Colt went largely into
the military production of machine
guns, .45 autos, etc. After the war, few
of their old key men in the pistol and
revolver department remained. They
had dropped the famous single-action
from production. and marked it off as a
dead number. When I visited the Colt
plant in 1953, only one small shop was
involved in pistol and revolver produc-
tion. Then. the Colt Company changed
ownership and along with it the man-
agement. The new management put the
timehonored single-action back in pro-
duction. The present modern production
Colt single-action is the same basic de-
sign as the early pre-war model that
was made from 1873 until World War
II. It should have been improved and
modernized, and the company should
have used their old flat-top target de-
sign with further improvements and coil
springs wherever possible.

continued next month.

Model 32

NEW MUZZLE LOADERS FROM H@

HOPKINS & ALLEN OVER/UNDER RHV’LE IN .45 Caliber Only
A boon to black powder shooters and hunters who have always desired

PRINS < ALLER

MADE IN U.S.A.

that quick second shot. Fire the first barrel, and simply rotate the-breech and the second barrel
comes up on key, ready to fire. Each barrel has its own complete set of sights. The overall
length is approximately 43", weight is 8% pounds. The most exciting gun ever offered...it's

actually two guns in one! Available in both Flint or Percussion.

Model 28

o £ G- =

NEW MINUTEMAN SQUIRREL RIFLE in .31, .36 and .45 Caliber

A totally new addition to our line featuring a 42”" long, 13/16" octa-

gonal blued barrel and a one piece solid maple 58" stock complimented

by highly polished brass furniture. Available in Flint or Percussion, it's a true
replica in the traditional Pennsylvania/Bedford Pattern.

«I_ JPENNSYLVANIA HALF-STOCK RIFLE in .36, .45 and .50 Caliber

Available in either Flint or Percussion. Hopkins & Allen is now offering

a bit of traditional Americana. The Plains Rifle or Half-Stock Kentucky was a
favorite among professional hunters and frontiersmen because of its accuracy, light-

ness of weight and balancing characteristics. Hopkins & Allen now offers this exciting
model with a traditional hand rubbed and hand finished maple stock, and a precision rifled
32" barrel. It is complete with brass furniture.

WE NOW OFFER A COMPLETE SELECTION OF MUZZLE LOADING ASSEMBLY SETS

Hopkins & Allen set the standard for the industry. Care and attention have been given to the most min-
ute detail. Full step-by-step instructions are'included. The finest, most carefully engineered muzzle loading construc-
tion set on the market today!

Model 42

%

SEND
FOR
H@pKINS LP)ALLEN FROM OUR HAWTHORNE ARMORY ESQB:
o \] ARMS, CATALOG
_ ; CORP.

a2 OUR NEW ADDRESS IS 150 FLORENCE AVENUE, HAWTHORNE, NEW JERSEY 07506
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