PETERSEN
GALLERY
PRINTS

HIS MAJESTY
DOUGLAS VAN HOWD « 17”7 % 25%" + $60

Petersen Gallery Prints is pleased to
announce the availability of HIS
MAJESTY BY Douglas Van Howd
and SENTINELS AT SUN-UP by Tom
Hennessey, two of the world’s fore-
most wildlife artists. Each of these
full color prints is part of a limited
edition of 800 copies, each is printed
on 100% rag paper of the highest
quality, and each comes with a Cer-
tificate of Authenticity as well as
artist’s notes. Contact Petersen Gal-
lery Prints today and order one or
both of these magnificent prints for
your collection.

Add $2.50 shipping charge per or-
der, residents add 6%
sales tax.

California

SENTINELS AT SUN-UP
TOM HENNESSEY + 157 X 21147 « $60
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To order write or call:

Jof

Petersen Gallery Prints
6725 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90028
(213)657-5100
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor "

After 60 years of pistol packing, Elmer Keith takes a
hard look at his old favorite—the single-action six

shooter.

THE RETURN OF THE SINGLE

ACTION (Part I)

OI was born in 1899 and cut my teeth
on the stock of an old .36 caliber Navy
Colt. Twelve years later 1 was killing
grouse and rabbit for the table with a
similar single action. My first cartridge
handgun was a Colt .32-20, which I
bought new from Talley’s Gun Store in
Helena, Montana. It cost $15.85 com-
plete with checkered walnut grips. That
old single action accounted for a raft of
small game, as well as an elk and three
mule deer. For the three years that I
kept a record, the .32-20 produced 41 to
43 grouse per season—blue, ruffed,
sharp tail and sage hens. It also finished
many a race | had with coyotes.

Later I went to heavier calibers, but
the single action was my favorite six-
gun for a great many years. For one
thing, it would safely handle heavier
loads than most existing double-action
guns of that time. Internal parts were
few, simple and easily replaced when
broken. The old gun would still func-
tion with many parts that were broken
or gone. A novice will usually break a
lot of single-action parts through igno-
rance and careless handling, practicing
quick draw and fanning. | have never
had a single-action part break at a criti-
cal moment, nor ever let me down. I
wore the gun as often as my pants for
over 20 years, and it saved my life sev-
eral times.

Three times, mad range cattle gored
and killed the horse under me and I
had to shoot several. Once, I wound up
with a green bronc while roping a wild
range cow and had to kill her. Another
time, an ungrateful old cow that I had

pulled out of a big hole, turned on me
and threw me back in it. When she
came up for me, I had to kill her as |
was in up to my hips in the soft,
brown, bottomless mud. I was so close
that the old black powder .45 burned
the white star on her forehead.

Another time a big 17-hand bronc I
was breaking turned a somersault after
hitting a badger hole. When he came
out of it, my left spur had hooked
around the stirrup leather and I was
hung hard and fast. I lost the hack-
amore rope in the somersault and that
bronc lit out across the country still
bucking and kicking at me. As I was
close to him, his hocks rather than his
hooves hit me. I would have been
kicked and dragged to doll rags in short
order but for the old .45 single-action

*

.Colt. My first two slugs only sped him

up, but the third angled upwards and
broke his back. Then we really turned
somersaults! I wound up out in front of
the brone, with my left foot still hung
tight in the stirrup and the left spur
around the stirrup leather. Luckily, I
was not knocked out and still had a
death grip on my gun. As the bronc
came up on his front feet, I plugged
him again in the forechead. That ended
the business, and also my chances of
collecting ten bucks for breaking him. I
did no more riding for two weeks after
that ordeal as [ was badly battered and _
skinned.
Another time, in 1919, I foolish]yu
went up to a big bull elk that I had
downed with a neck shot from a .30-06
Springfield at about 90 yards. He was
in deep snow and I could not see his
continued on page 12




" Your most )
. trustworthy companion
for the great Outdoors

Buck hunting knives stand by you through thick and thin no matter how
tough things get. Three generations of owners have judged the quality of
our high-carbon, stain-resistant Buck steel and our blade making skill and
never found them wanting. We believe a knife is a lifelong investment, a
friend that grows closer as the years pass. That's the Buck

tradition. See the complete selection of Buck knives §—
at your dealer. For our free booklet, mail a post card :C::]L

to Knife Know-How,

Box 1267, El Cajon,
CA 92022.
k tamous for holding an edge‘/

New T Models with Micro-Trac"
-..top winners at the 1977 NRA
National Silhouette Championship.

All true. Not just the championship, but three out of the top four scores shot at the
meet. Ample proof of the accuracy and repeatability of the new Micro-Trac
adjustment system — in its first year on the market. Great start.

Available in 6-, 10-, &, and 16-power models.

eMicro-Trac offers easy-to-read,
crisp click adjustments.
sSpherical shape allows single-
point, more positive contact.

eCarbide balls provide
virtually unlimited repeatability.
eStrong spring opposes

each screw for more precise
adjustments.

Weaver’s T Models.
All made at Weaver’s plant in the U.S.A.

Free catalog: W. R. Weaver Cotnpany, Dept. 68, El Paso, Texas 79915.
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eyes. When I poked him on top of the !
withers with the rifle, he exploded out N\
of the snow and caught me with his
brow points, throwing me over his back
and far down the steep mountain slope.
Then he came for me, after I planted
the first .38-40 six-gun slug between his
eyes. It was a weak, factory, smokeless
load, that I alternated in the cylinder
with heavy black powder loads. The
next slug was one of my black powder
hand loads and hit him between the
eyes a trifle low for the brain. The slug
went clear back into his jaw and
dropped him. He then slid up on me.
Being a green 20-year-old kid, I did not
use my head. After finding my rifle and
cleaning the snow out of the barrel, I
went around behind the old bull. The
only sensible thing I did do was to re-
load the .38-40 Colt. When I poked him
in the rump with the rifle, he lashed
out with both heels and sent me down
the mountain again. He jumped up and
started to run off. My next shot from
the six-gun hit the left sword point and
imbedded itself there. The following
two hit a ham, but the fourth broke his
back between the hips. The old boy
went down and turned around with his
hair standing on end and his teeth
grinding, all the while pawing himself J
back toward me. I centered on the
bulge of his neck with my next six-gun
slug, and that did the business. I lost
track of the rifle each time he hit me,
and if it were mot for the old single
action, I would not be writing this now.

Though I later acquired and used all
makes of six-guns, the old single-action
will always have a warm place in my
heart. No gun points as well for fast hip
or instinctive shooting in the dark as
the single-action. Colt’s design was bet-
ter than he knew in this old six-gun
grip. Though it first came out in the
Paterson model along about 1836 and
later in the Walker and Dragoon mod-
els, it has never needed to be improved
upon for fast accurate gun pointing. or
for absorbing and cushioning the recoil
of heavy six-gun loads.

The single-action Colt probably at-
tained its greatest popularity in 1902
when 18,000 were produced, and was
still very popular in 1907 when 16,000
were produced. The old gun was manu-
factured until 1940 when 859 were
made. Then for some mysterious reason
the Colt factory dropped production of
this famous model. This was a sad mis-
take. The gun was really their trade-
mark as much as the Rampant Coll(“
they stamped on the grips. -

In the late twenties, Harold Croft,
J.D. O’Meara, Chauncey Thomas, Ash-
ley Haines and I did a lot of work on
and with the single-action Colt. We de-

continued on page 14
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’BLACKPUWDER.......

s ofd......]i‘ g NE% ﬂ ’
Hetﬁcrge and history in the
" ‘making, primitive und
“modern precision.
shooting. Muuieu e
* loading can be whntever.
' you wish, but you -
first have to try it.
. And to find fke
largesf selechm oi
_'.hidr:kpowder geur in
~ the world, you go
; the leader in the
~ business.--the people
who pioneered
= blackpowder shooting.
QIXIE GUN WORKS, the fol
_who huve what you need.

Send for our ,lgrge |I{ustrq_ie§
Catalogemsssesseenacnasesan §2.00

DIXIE GUN WORKS, INC.
Depf. 23w Gunpowder Lane
 Union City, Tennessee 38261

MILITARY BUFFsz‘i

ORIGINAL AND REPLICA INSIGNIAS, MEDALS, HELMETS, FLAGS,
SAMURAI SWORDS, EQUIPMENT, ETC. FOR MILITARIA COLLEC-
TORS, HISTORIANS AND ENTHUSIASTS. SEND FOR NEW COLOR
CATALOG SHOWING HUNDREDS OF ITEMS, ONLY $1.00.
$4£A:H

$ ORIGINAL i
mn GOGGLES

REPLICA

COMES
WITH
INSIGNIA

SMALL.
Uieae S128
CIVIL WAR KEPI

DELUXE REPLICA WITH THICK LEATHER
I

LIMITED
QUANTITY!

STRAP, SWEAT BAND, SATIN LINING AND
BRASS INSIGNIA
No. 3-06 [UNION-BLUE) $19.95
No. 3-06A \CSA-GR&Y) $19.95
GILDED METAL
REPLICA

ROMMEL’S GOGGLES

RARE COLLECTORS FIND .

STILL IN WWWIl ISSUE PACKAGE. SAME
GOGGLES'AS WORN BY FAMED GER
MAN FIELD MARSHALL ERWIN ROMMEL,

[t " “THE DESERT FOX." COMMANDER OF
BLUE MAX MEDAL THE AFRIKA KORPS ORIGINALLY OF

ONE SIDED COMPLETE

CLOISONNE

PEHGh O QU |PQUR LE | BRMISH ISSUE. THESE GOGGLES WERE
WERTE . GERMANY 8 HIGHEST DEC: USED BY ROMMEL AND HIS TROOPS AS
ORATION AWARDED TO ROMMEL IN | [BERATED "SPOILS OF WAR © MANY
W), No. 2077 . ........ ... $14.95 }§ PHOTOS OF AOMMEL SHOW HIM WEAR-
ING THIS LIGHT GOGGLE ON HIS VISOR
HAT AND HE IS KNOWN TO HAVE
PREFERRED THEM BECAUSE GF THEIR
LIGHTNESS AND PROVEN EFFEC-
TIVENESS IN THE HARSH DESERT

. EL GOG-
' ARE GUARANTEED 100%
ORIGINAL, PRE-1945 MAMUFACTURE
AND ARE ADDIT\ONAIIY GUARANTEED
TO BE THE EXACT TYPE WORN BY ROM-
MEL. CONDITION “"LIKE NEW," READY
FOR IMMEDIATE USE AVAILABLE IN-
DIVIDUALLY (#30-083), IN SETS OF TWO
(#30-083A), AND IN A MASTER PACK OF
SIX (#30-083B), WHICH CONSISTS OF
ORIGINAL DATED/ STAMPED SLIP CASE
CONTAINER WITH FOUR CLEAR AND
TWQ TINTED SETS OF GOGGLES. RARE!
LIMITED QUANTITY! ORDER NOW!
No. 30-083 ONE PAIR . $4.95
No. 30-083A TWO PAIR . $8.95
No: 300838 MASTER PACK 529.95

ORIGINAL,
REPLICA

WWIlI GEAMAN *'STAHLHELM™ (STEEL
HELMET). ORIGINAL WwWil HELMET
USED BY WEHRMACHT PRIOR TO SUR:
1 AENDER IN 1845 FULL LINER, CHIN
: STRAP, REPAINTED AND DECALS FUR-
1 NISHED. NO SIZE CHOICGE, EXCELLENT
1 CONDITION.
No. 7-01

$24.95

gf-wf' . Dnc?

COMPLETE WITH METAL SCABBARD

$12.95

GERMAN W.W. Il YOUTH KNIFEJ,
No. 509 (Replica)

SEND CHECK, MONEY-QORDER or CHARGE YOUR ORDER! F H E

AMERICAN EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTERCHARGE, DINERS CLUB | o0\ oR CATALOE
Minimum Charge: $10.00 Add $1.50 Postage & Handling. |~ oF OVER 1000
CALL TOLL FREE (ORDERS ONLY) Florida Residents | _ITEMS WITH

1-(800) 3271010 ., s Sonsaweecl
UNIQUE IMPORTS, INC. Dept.GA-018

B0O SLATERS LANE, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 U.SA.
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veloped heavier and more powerful
loads in .38-40, .44-40, 44 Special and
the .45 Colt calibers. Croft and I had a
good many remodelled by R.F. Sedgley
and Neil Houchins. We also made
many improvements on the old gun and
[ strongly urged Colt to bring them out,
but to no avail. At that time, all the
advertising was on .22 and .38 calibers
for target use—they seemed to forget
that we living in the West still needed
powerful heavy six-guns. They were
tools of the trade. whether punching
cows, guiding big game hunters, pros-
pecting or trapping. The company cat-
ered to a few target buffs, probably not
over five percent of the total shooters
who used six-guns. They quit advertis-
ing the single-action, and finally in
1940, stopped producing them. During
the changeover to war production, the
machines and tools for making them
were scrapped and sold for junk, and
the single-action was officially dead.
But, in the hands of thousands of West-
erners, it would never die out, and the
demand became ever stronger.

During the 1880s. Colt made flat-top
target models in both S.A. Army and
the Bisley models. The S.A. Army flat-
top was, and is. the finest single-action
Colt has ever turned out. Why it was
not pushed and continued is beyond
me. We flat-topped the frames and had
them extended back over the hammer
spur, which we lowered with Bisley-type
thumb pieces and fitted adjustable tar-
get rear sights to the extreme rear end
of the frame. We also developed new
front sights—some adjustable for eleva-
tion, some fixed, and the first of the
ramp-type sights, later to be called the
Baughman sight. We fitted wide triggers
that contoured the trigger finger, im-
proved base pin catches and added
large-head base pins that could be easi-
ly pulled out with the fingers. We also
developed new and softer main springs.
Sedgley even went so far as to make up
a gun with all coil springs. We light-
ened the hammers and fitted short ac-
tions. In fact, we worked the old guns
over until they would shoot as well as
any handgun made. We made many
five-shot groups with the two-hand rest
position at 50 yards that went under 1%
inches, many of them with the heavy
loads and new bullets 1 designed. The
demand was there for a modern single-
action gun, but Colt missed the boat. I
even offered that they might copy and
incorporate their improvements into a
new model, but they ignored the offer.

Let us examine the single-action,
evaluate its good points, and see just
what is needed to make a real modern
gun of it. Its strong solid frame is per-
fect for heavy loads, and leaves very
little of the barrel projecting back

through the frame. This was a weak
point on many double-action guns, and
heavy loads would crack or split the
rear end of the barrel. The grips are

perfectly shaped for fast, accurate gun!

pointing. For those with abnormally
large hands, the old .44 Army 1860
model grips. which were often fitted to
single-actions by gun cranks, are more
practical. What would have been even
better were the old second Dragoon
square-backed trigger guard grips. The
base pin catch could well be improved
upon, as Croft and I did, so that the jar
of heavy loads would not loosen it out
of its seat in the rear end of the frame.
Incidentally. the old screw-front frame
was the best in this respect, as its set
screw: held the base pin in place far
better than the later spring-loaded cross
pin frames. I developed a turning cross
pin that beat either arrangement. The
stock straps could be made in a one-
piece casting, eliminating one joint at
the front of the butt and the set screw.
The old hammer spur, while O.K. for
movie actor fanning, was far too high
and small a thumb piece for fastest
one-hand drawing and firing. The an-
swer was a sharply checkered wide
hammer spur set lower on the old Bis-
ley pattern. When the gun fired, it did
not black out the sight picture. The trig-
ger was too narrow and was placed in
the left side of the guard. So, we made
wider ones that perfectly contoured the
shooters trigger finger. The bolt stud, or
pawl, on the inside of the hammer
came out twice as long as needed. This,
in turn, placed undue strain on the bolt
arm, The remedy was to file this stud
off perfectly flat, leaving just the width
of the bolt arm where it contacted the
stud on the hammer. Then if the bolt
itself’ was pounded between two tapered
arms very few would break. Another
weak point in the single-action is the
sear spring. When both arms of this flat
spring are tapered properly and the cut
between the limbs rounded, very few
would break. Hand polishing and tim-
ing the action would complete the pic-
ture. The single-action main spring is
usually much stronger than needed.
Whereas the heavy hammer blow will
set off any and all primers that would
often fail to fire under the much lighter
blow of a double-action gun, the main
spring need not be nearly as powerful.
Croft developed a much better main-
spring which cocked half as hard and
was faster, yet delivered ample blow to
fire any primer. We also used to place
a small leather cushion under the ex-
treme rear or lower end of the main-

spring. Then by cinching the mainspring
screw down on this, we greatly light-/

i

o

ened the tension and also cushioned it.\._./

With these improvements, the old gun
was very reliable—unless you allowed
some kid or movie actor to play with it
and practice quick draw or fanning.

continued next month.




