The smashing and potentially brutal power of several
popular automatics and loads is graphically demon-

strated with these violent designs.

New loadings greatly increase the delivered energy of
many auto-pistol bullets. However, blasting paint cans
is not recommended without a large clean-up crew.
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Space does not permit taking up the myriad of small foreign auto pistols, nor all

those of domestic manufacture. So, in this short treatise we will deal only with
the best of the lot. Of all the auto pistols, I consider the old Model 1911 Colt and
especially its more modern counterparts the 1911-A1 and the National Match and
Gold Cup models as the best and most effective of all auto pistols.

The Smith & Wesson Model 39 could well be an even better arm if brought out
in .45 ACP caliber, because of its double-action first-shot feature. A very few ex-
perimental .45 Auto Lugers were made but I have never been privileged to even
see, let along test one. I do have a pair of very early Colt Model 1905 .45s.

From 1924 on, for some years, when the Idaho docked at San Diego, a case of
2000 rounds and a new .45 barrel regularly came into the ranch. I shot the 1911
an awful lot during those years and became quite efficient with it. It is about the
hardest of all handguns to master, however. Later, when I was in charge of final
inspection of small arms at Ogden Arsenal during World War II, we received a lot
of Colt Model 1911-A1 guns in long cases holding 50 guns each.

Orders came in to adjust trigger pulls and check them out on the range. Some of
the armorers started filing sears to correct trigger pulls and a number of these guns
machined (went automatic) on me when I tested them. Then, I took over the job
of adjusting trigger pulls as Fitzgerald of Colt had taught me at Camp Perry in
1924. Fred N. Barnes, the bullet maker, pulled them down, while I carefully filed
the full-cock notch back a bit and corrected the angle of sear bite on it. I then
polished this surface with a hard Arkansas stone. I had no trouble in getting trigger
pulls from 334 to 4 pounds that stood up.

Most of these guns were Colt make, Parkerized and had wide front sights. They
were a wonderful bunch of .45 Autos. All of them seemed very accurate and I used
to pound a 5-gallon oil tin at 100 yards with them. In spite of the long-spur grip
safety, and the arched grip housing, they always tended to eat away the web of my
hand between thumb and forefinger. The girls who loaded clips for me used to tape
my hand heavily in the web. Just the same, by the time I had tested and driven the
rear sights to shoot center on 50 guns, the blood was usually dripping from my
right elbow on the ground.

At any rate, I learned the full possibilities of these good Colt .45 Autos. I be-
came very proficient with them, either on game or at bottles tossed in the air. Once
I took 24 jackrabbits in one day with a .45 — and three of them rumning all-out.
It is a great military weapon, to my notion the best of all the military automa-
tics, as well as one of the best guns Colt ever turned out. Properly tuned up, it is
also very accurate with good ammunition. However, due to its low velocity, it has
a very high trajectory curve for any long-range work.

I also used a 6-inch barrel .38 Colt military model auto for some time on small
game. In the early 30s, when the Super .38 Colt Auto came out, I purchased three
of them and shot everything from woodchucks and jacks to deer with them. I soon
learned that although they were very accurate and much flatter-shooting than the
old Pumpkin roller, they sadly lacked shock and killing power. None of them, or
the .45 Autos, even remotely compared with a good sixgun for game killing, es-
pecially on deer. Shoot a woodchuck with the Super .38 and he would drop, then
jump up and run in his hole. Hit him broadside the same way with the .45 Auto
and he would drop. .

The Lugers, both .30 and 9mm gave me about the same results as the Super .38
Colt Auto. They were very accurate and flat-shooting but lacked shock or killing
effect on anything larger than chucks and jacks. The Luger trigger is also located
too far forward for my short fingers and trigger pulls were usually terrible, and
hard to adjust. The P-38 was such a crude weapon I never could get interested in it,
though I liked its double-action pull for the first shot, like the other Walthers,

Of all the small auto pistols, the Model 39 Smith & Wesson double action is the
best in my opinion. While the company has made up two or three in .45 caliber
and thoroughly tested them, it is problematical if they will ever be brought out in
this caliber, When Carl Hellstrom showed me the first pilot model of this gun in
his office at Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1953, I asked him to bring it out in .45
ACP caliber. Later, his son Douglas told me they had done so and the guns stood
up well under 3000 rounds of hard-ball ammo. This would make a splendid mili-
tary weapon with its double-action feature on the first shot,

(st as the modern sixgun is the best arm for all peace officers, so the .45 Colt
Model 1911 (or an S&W Model 39 in the same caliber) is the best for a military
weapon. The fast loading of seven rounds to a magazine is a great asset for the
“busy” soldier.,

I have Captain W.R. Strong’s old Springfield Armory Model 1911 that he
bought through the NRA for the sum of $14.25 before World War 1. Bill, a brother
of General George V. Strong, head of G-2 durng World War II, carried that gun
through the Chateau Thierry fight. He told me he used seven clips in that fight and
did not think he missed a shot as the Germans were coming over the parapet at
point-blank range. I modernized the old gun with better, higher sights, short trig-
ger, arched housing and long grip-safety spur and it is still a very good .45 Auto.
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S&W Model 39
double-action 9mm

__Iipi"e' S&W .35-cal. auto,
"~ Model 2, variation 2

Ruger .22 Standard,
“first gun'’ of many

Early 1900s Co
Pocket Model 380
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Colt now offers 1911-style (flat hous-
ing) .45s in commemorative finish, hon-
oring Chateau Thierry and other famous
battles of World War I. These guns are
only made in a limited number, ranging
in price to over $1000. All of them are
already collector’s items and are the
height of the pistolsmith’s art. Blueing,
engraving and inlay on all are excellent.
Actions, as well, (although these are not
meant to be duty arms) are honed finely.

The fact the .45 Auto can be taken
apart with the fingers and its parts easily
replaced, as well as its fast clip-loading
make it of prime military use. The 230-
grain slug has shock enough for close-
range combat. However, I have two
friends, still living, who have been shot
with .45 Autos, one through the right
lung. Both recovered, though the Lieu-
tenant had to take long breaths each
morning and pump up his collapsed right
lung and then was good for all day.

Just as the .45 Colt and its many limi-
tations are good combat arms, so the
9mm Luger, especially the Navy and
Artillery long-barreled models, are the
best for any long-range two-handed
shooting. They are very accurate and flat
shooting, but like all auto pistol loads
under the .45 Auto, they are sadly lack-
ing in power.

A good .45 Colt Auto, properly accur-
ized, is about the best auto pistol a man
can carry. Frank Pachmayr started this
tuning procedure and still turns out ex-
cellent accurizing jobs.

So much for the good points of auto
pistols. Now, let us look at their short-
comings. In the first place, they are to-
tally dependent on perfect ammunition.
Get a snap from a bum primer, or any
malfunction and it takes two hands to
clear it. I have never seen one that did
not soomer or later jam, either from
faulty ammunition, dust and dirt in the
action or damaged magazines. Either the
lips of the magazines had been bent, or
the magazine spring failed or dirt or dust
built up within the magazine, causing the
rounds to fail to feed upward.

I have a Gold Cup that George Hoenig
worked over, giving me a short trigger,
an arched grip housing, a stronger, larger
pin through the rear sight so it won'’t
fracture from heavy loads, and also a
stronger recoil spring to take the power-
ful hard-ball ammo. I also have a good
Model 1911-A1 accurized and with
much higher target front and rear sights
of the wide variety. They are splendid-
shooting guns, but T would never trust
one in comparison with a good sixgun.
Kept clean and properly lubricated they
will, with perfect ammo, function per-
fectly. But, get them full of dust and they
will jam regularly.

I used to carry a .45 Auto in my chaps
pocket to kill a daily jackrabbit for my
cow-dog. When following a long string
of doggies all day in the dust and heat,

continued on page 68

Early-model High
Standard .22 target pistol

Colt .38 Midrange target
avto, fires revelver ammo
so as to qualify for .38
centerfire target matches.

Firing sequence of .45 Auto:
Rest; explosion, shell has been
ejected, barrel link disen=
gages rear of barrel from
slide, hammer is re-cocked as
slide continves back. On last
2 frames: slide returns to feed
next rd.; pistol goes to bat-
tery with barrel re-engaged.

Model 1906 of
the Famous Luger

Engraved Brownings: (top)
9mm Hi-Power, (mid.) .380
Standard, (bot.) .25 Std.

[



SAKO AMMUNITION

The excelle_nce of Sako
rifles is matched by the
excellence of Sako am-
munltlc)n unsurpassed
for aocuracy and de-
pendability...now wide-
ly available. Ask for it.

Sold through dealers only « Write for Folder or send 25¢ for new F.I. catalog

. Firearms/ Infernational

WASHINGTON D C 20022

Turn on the Fun/
Outclass
and Outperform ™
Anything that Goes!

Fox builds the world’s most wanted
mini-bikes!

Exciting trail models for Trail Blazing.
hunting, fishing and camping.

Finest campus bikes for swingers,
shoppers, swimmers.

A “hot dogger” scrambler that's not
a bit timid for the field or track.

Many models are street licensable.

FOX CORPORATION

Janesville, Wisconsin 53545
Also makers of the World Famous
FOX TRAC SNOWMOBILES and GO KARTS®

CONVERSJ’ON KIT

ot REPOWER with a 6 or
V-8 Engine. Heavy Duty
ADAPTORS for using
Car, Compact and
some Truck Engines.
State year & model,
Jeep or Scout. Want fast
action? Give us FULL INFORMATION. Send $25.00
Dep. and we will ship correct kit, bal. COD. Send
full amount for prepaid shipment. Wire, phone
or write today. Details FREE.

MORE THAN 10,000 KITS IN USE

NEW FORMULA!

‘.f PP SOLID GUN
‘ BLUE CREME
{ aRano |

Instant bluing in a
jar. Wipe on — chemi-
cally produces a deep
even bluing that can

be blended into orig-
inal blue.
Won't streak, spot or
rub off. Gives a rich
mirror like finish as
you rub it in.

$1.

1.98 pp HOOSIER MACHINE PRODUCTS CO.

Jet-Aer Corporation, Paterson, New Jersey 07524 usa

314 GA S.E. 6th 5t. Phone 276-3442
excl, Canadian dist.. Canadian Ind. Ltd., Montreal, Que.,

Pendleton, Ore. 97801
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I had many jams, as the dust seeped into
everything including my chaps pocke*
and the Colt. Carried in Jeep or ci
pockets on dusty roads the same thing
occured. Auto pistol safeties are usu-
ally slow to disengage and with the ex-
ception of the Luger and Walther, most
auto pistols point too low.

In .22 LR caliber we have many very
fine target auto pistols, the Browning.
Colt, High Standard, Ruger and others.
These are fine understudies for the big
gun and very much easier for anyone to
shoot accurately. They are wonderfully
accurate little guns and ideal for the
purpose intended.

The .223 like all auto pistols, are
again totally dependent on perfect am-
munition. A dud ties them up and both
hands are necessary to clear the jam.
Clips are slow to load with ammo but
fast to load into the gun. They are very
easy to learn to shoot accurately while
the big .45 Automatic is the hardest of
all handguns to master.

These rimfire autos are easy to shoot
accurately. I once saw a Colt Woods-
man fitted with a long tube over the bar-
rel and a target front sight out near the
muzzle of the tube. This pistol was fitted
with a shoulder stock. It also had a good
peep sight in place of the regular rear
sight. That gun, from a rest, would stay
in 1 inch at 60 yards all day.

Colt for a time brought out conver- J
sion units and also a .22 LR-caliber pis-
tol on the big .45 frame, They were best
for learning to handle the .45 correctly.

When it comes to knock-down
power, even the .45 Auto is a pipsqueak
alongside the .44 Magnum or heavily
loaded .44 Special, .45 Colt or the .41
Magnum. But, for those who like and
prefer the auto pistol then the good,
accurized .45 Colt Autos are still tops.

In these three short articles I have
endeavored to show the good and bad :
points of all three types of handguns
and let every man take his choice as
to which he prefers. This was a free
country and after 70 years of existence
in it, T still like to see every man pick
the arm of his choice for whatever pur-
pose, so long as it is of adequate caliber
for the purpose intended. Those who
thoroughly condemn any one of the
three types of handguns are usually
men of small experience and narrow of
mind in my estimation.

When the chips are down, my own i
preference in handguns would be a
Smith & Wesson .41 or .44 Magnum or
a Ruger single action in the same cali-
bers and my next choice is a Colt Tar-
get single action in .44 Special calib¢ |
with my heavy loads, However, as thies
Frenchman said, many people “Will
have to do with what they have to do

with.” )
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